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PARTS LIST











APH #
Item Description
Quantity
 
Shape Board Tray
1


Braille Instructions
1

Print Instructions
1

61-227-042
Blue/Black Circle Set
1

61-227-045
Brown/Black Triangle Set
1

61-227-041
Orange/Black Square Set
1

61-227-044
Red/Black Rectangle Set
1

61-227-043
Green/Black Pentagon Set
1


APH number items may be purchased separately.
INSTRUCTIONS










Give the child all of the pieces to play with as toys. Have the child stack, dump, and re-stack the pieces. If he/she recognizes the differences in shape, encourage him/her to point out the differences. If the child has useful color vision, encourage sorting by color. 

Ask the child to select a particular color from three different colors, choose two identical shapes from a set of three, or choose the smallest size in a set of three. These types of activities will help the child develop the concepts of like and different. 
Place the board in a vertical position by leaning it against a steady support, such as a wall. Starting with the largest piece of a shape (e.g., the circle), discuss its name and characteristics. Then introduce the other sizes of the same shape (medium and small). 
Show the child the hole in each piece and how it hangs on the board. Place the three pieces of the same shape on the board, and ask to have the large, then the small, and then the medium-sized piece removed. Over time, repeat this process with all of the shapes. 

Begin to encourage the child’s understanding of terms such as the following: row, top, bottom, side, under, over, beside, above, and beneath. Use these terms whenever appropriate, and explain them as needed. Teaching the terms left and right is more difficult; encourage the child to learn these words in relation to his/her body. 

Make numerous relationships between these terms as applied to the Shape Board and as applied to the child’s environment (e.g., “under the table” and “beside the chair”). 
Mix three shapes on the board, at first using all large, all medium, or all small-sized. To determine the child’s understanding of the shape-name relationship, ask him/her to remove a certain shape (such as the square). Eventually, use the five rows of pegs and mix sizes of several shapes until the child shows an understanding of the shape-name, regardless of size differences. If the child has useful color vision, the shapes should initially be placed on the board with the brightly-painted sides showing. As soon as possible, however, the pieces should be switched to the black sides so that the child can learn to recognize the shapes independently of their distinctive colors. 

The activities should supplement the teacher’s creative use of the Shape Board. Free play and other times when several children are interacting afford opportunities to incorporate the Shape Board into the learning process. 

Notes

Visual abilities are not essential to the use the Shape Board. If a child holds the pieces close to his/her eyes, however, this indicates visual interest and awareness. The use of such residual vision should be encouraged. 

As the child is guided in the use of the Shape Board, attention should be given to vocabulary expansion. First, talk in terms that the child already understands. Then, add new words, making certain that the child develops an awareness of their meanings.

This product can be enjoyed by sighted children, as well as those who are visually impaired. 

Recommended ages: 4 years and older
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